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exhibits a sophisticated awareness of the difficulties in apprehend-
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the man-made sign to lead the worshipper back to an unmediated
epiphanic encounter.
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Colours are all muddled up
and the image is entangled
with the thing
and the eyes burn.
Saadi Youssef, Poetry

He believed that it was for the man of letters to record these
epiphanies with extreme care, seeing that they themselves
are the most delicate and evanescent of moments.

James Joyce, Stephen Hero
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Note on the text

Faced with the classicist’s familiar dilemma over dating and nomenclature,
I have used BcE/cE rather than Bc/ap for dates, and have retained the
familiar Latin forms of Greek names, except in Chapter 8, where (with the
exception of Selene), I have used the Roman rather than Greek names of
deities portrayed in Roman funerary art. Any abbreviations in the main
text that are not listed on pp. xvi—xviii employ the conventions of Liddell
and Scott’s Greek—English Lexicon (LSJ]). Translations are my own, unless
otherwise stated.

The second half of Chapter 4 is reworked from my article ‘Evasive Epiph-
anies in Ekphrastic Epigram), published in Ramus 31 (2002: 33-50). Chap-
ter 7 is an extended and revised version of ‘Virtual Visions: Phantasia and
the Perception of the Divine in The Life of Apollonius of Tyand), published
in E. Bowie and J. Elsner (eds.), Philostratus (Cambridge, 2009: 131-54). I
am grateful to Aureal Publications and Cambridge University Press for their
permission to reuse this material.
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