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Incarceration Nation

The United States incarcerates more of its citizens than any other country

in the world. At a time when the public, politicians, and pundits struggle

to understand how this came to be, Incarceration Nation offers the most

comprehensive account of the rise of mass incarceration ever. Peter K. Enns

turns conventional wisdom on its head. For decades scholars have argued

that conservative politicians like Barry Goldwater and Richard Nixon led the

development of the carceral state. The author shows that Goldwater, Nixon,

and even Democratic President Johnson were responding to an increasingly

punitive public. Enns analyzes why the public became so punitive and why

it has had such a commanding inluence on criminal justice policy. Just as

striking, the focus on the public’s punitiveness – and evidence that it has

been declining – offers a critical path forward for those seeking to reform

the criminal justice system.

Peter K. Enns is associate professor in the Department of Government at

Cornell University and executive director of the Roper Center for Public

Opinion Research. He is also team leader of the Cornell Institute for

Social Science Theme Project on the Causes, Consequences, and Future of

Mass Incarceration, and he is a former faculty director of Cornell’s Prison

Education Program. His research has been funded by the National Science

Foundation and the Russell Sage Foundation and has appeared in journals

such as the American Journal of Political Science, British Journal of Political

Science, Journal of Politics, Perspectives on Politics, and Public Opinion

Quarterly. He edited (with Christopher Wlezien) Who Gets Represented?
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